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WILL VHAVE.

AST fM
Mayor Wilson's advisory committee

on bonding, beaded by John T.' King,
the Republican boss, will have the
handling- of more than two millions
from the sale of bonds authorized in
the special election on Saturday.

By just what stretch of the imagina-
tion this committee will take charge of
the municipal cash none has yet vol-
unteered to explain. But the fact is
that today City Clerk J. A. II- - Robin-
son received instructions to send out
notices 'for a special meeting of the
bonding committee during the week.
Tonight, Mayor Wilson will send p.
special message,, to the common coun-
cil, telling the aldermen in nice words
that they are to have nothing to do
with handling the cash that the ad-
visory committee will do all that for
them. V'.. H -

The miooiey will be expended by ap-
proval .of 'the advisory committee no
matter what the bonding resolutions
read. '

. :

Under the charter the various com-missjom-

and officials of different
departments for which the bonds were
voted are the constituted authorities,
to make contracts andxdlstributet the
money. The resolution by which the
advisory committee (was created by
the common council on - December 6,
1915. reads that the advisory board be
(Created, "for the purpose of lookinginto the dtys needs and making Rec

Report to Secretary Baker
Last Seen in Place Where Body is Reported to ;

Have Been Exhumed Official Confirmation
is Lacking Both in Washington and at Armyi
Headquarters Interruptions to Cable and
Telegraph Lead to, Confusion Over Reports j'
That Body is Expected to Be Identified Soon.

ADQirJISTRATIONILLV'.

- Washington, April 17 Secretary Baker today re- -
ceived a despatch from, Naco, saying that Villa was last
seen heading in the direction of the place where reports
yesterday said he was buried.
" The despatch was taken by war department officials j

to mean that the reports of Villa's death might be true.
The despatch was immediately sent to President .Wilson.!

' v'"
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- Await Arrival! Body
'

El Paso, April 17 A despatch was received by General,
Gaviera, commander of . the Juarez garrison, from Cusihuiria-- j
chic, at 10:30 o'clock hik morning, stating hat'the body of Fran-- j

'

ciscq Villa had not arrived there-a-t that hour. -

Capital Becomes Skeptical .

Washington,, April 17 Without confirmationv today of the
story of the finding of the body, of Francises' Villa, Washington'
grows more doubtful. j

.

- , Villa's body was (to ve; reached Chihuahua City by spe- -
fcial train some, time last - ; ht
not even forward d th lors ofVilla's death which ton's t 'bet
circulating there. :;

: , . .

Vx- -'

The Mexican embassy hero- hadrho additional information.
Its Jasrepqrt from Consul Garcia .at El Pasosiid Kattas seek-
ing conlfrmation. f ,s r '' "v p '
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AMERICAN

HJURE
Report of Attack on Russian!

.Bark snows Tnat iwo
Citizens of United States
jWere in Danger.

lindftctment Against V Ger--

--many's U-Bo- at Warfare is
; Ready for Transmission o

: Berlin at Once.

, -- Washington, April 17 OneJ
' of two Americans aboard, 4the
. Russian bark Imperator, from
, Gulfport, Miss.; for Marseilles,

Frahee, was wounded when
the vessel was fired upon with-
out warning r by an Austrian
submarine off the ; Gulmbrede
Islands; according

--to; official
advices to the state depart- -'

ment today. - ? '
Tbe Asnericaa . injured wore Gustav

Olson. WUuua father .to bandmaster at
Fort Warren, Boston. Tho

wiwi itaa aboard V "was Aner
is foremanSwsansson. whoa brother

' of a. Minneapolis furniture factory.
The state department's information

cam fiOTi th Ameriean consul at
Barcelona, Spain.

"' Ho said the ship
find vpon witMout warning

April ji. " -

" Three 'afoote were tired, one , taxing
effect. - The vesselr-wa-s net afire by the
submarine. Olson, was said, to be in
the hospital at Barcelona. Buffering

, Irom steafpnel wounds. 5
" ?

Indictment Against . ,

v Germany's Warfare
, .

- By U'Boats Ready
Washington, April 17 Announce--

tnent' was made at the White House
that President Wilson has virtually
completed consideration of the forth-
coming communication .to -- Germany
and ft was indicated that it probably
will ss forward to Berlin, late today or
tomorrow. ... ? ; V

President Wilson, it was, said, has
been steadily engaged on the note for
two days. He did not. go. to church
yesterday but worked virtually all day
examining evidence submitted by the
state department.. .;" t

The document, officialssaid, wiu
press the submarine Issue to a decis-
ion ; It, was reiterated that the Sus-
sex case would - form only a linlc in
the chain of; evidence the United
States will , present to Germany - to
show that her promises have not been

s fulfilled. V The documents was charac-
terized by officials today as being very
positive in tone and they believe, that
only a prompt acquisition by Germany
in the position taken by the United
States can prevent a break in diplo-
matic relations.; .'. 'V-

Unofficial despatches from Berlin
, Indicating that the German govern- -

merit Is ready to meet ma umw
States more ' than half way it was
said, will not change the course of the
American government decision atFri--

' day'" cabinet meeting. ; :- - i --

Before the-not- e to Germany goes
forward. President Wilson and Secre-

tary Lansing may confer again but it
was said today that this was not abso-

lutely mecessary. --The President and
ftiis cabinet huv agreed on the steps

' be taken and the President is now
finishing the phraseology of the pro-- X

posed cojnmunlcatlon. ie lntenuu i.

include in the indictment of Germ-

any's submarine campaign attacks on
' neutral vesseta not carrying Ameri-

cans. -
...-''-- 'J-

' That'wlll be done on the broad
nnnili e humanity and for the rea

son that many of these neutral vessels
were going te of from tfce-unix- ea

6ttes. The state department today
received a. cable from ambassador to

' trn at Berlin which, it was said' was devoted entirely
to editorial expressions from the Ger-jn- aa

: --

kstate
newspapers. y -

department officials declared
"

. the ambassador had not. yet submitted
l report of conversations he was rep-

orted--in press despatches last week
to have had with officials of the Ger- -
man foreign office.

Neutral and British
t - Ships Are, Torpedoed

.. Xondon. April J7 The sinking of a
hutral ship and a hsrrasn iwamsmp

rcnerUd by'IJoyds today. The
Norwegian ship Glendeon was sunk by
OTinfira. The lost British steamship
was the "Harrovian, which was

.. armed, '

- The Glendeon, which was sailing
mm lauioiia. Chile, for Callais, was

puilt in i94 and owned in Christiania
wr cross tonnftita was 1,898,

The Harrovian sailed from New
vrvrir Anril 2. for Havre. -- She was
tuilt in 1114 for a London company,
She was of 4,88 tens gross.

TWO WXiOOWS HBHT .' ' -

POtt' COMPENSATION
,

Lawyers represeiitiag two women
ach of whom elaims te be the widow

of Walter M, Shaw, presented briefs
and arguments to 'Compensation

, Commissioner E, T, Buckingham to-

day. Shaw, who was a conductor for
' the Connecticut C., was changing the

trolley pole on a street car when an-
other ear was driven against him' and
ie suffered injuries frem ; which he
Afterward died..... ".'

THE WEATHER
;

-

Sbotrars thia afternoon and to--

Cilght; Taesday fair, fresh to strong

Daughter of Naval Omcer to
Preside At Local

s Christening.
VESSEL BUILT HERE

TO DIVE ON MAY 1

Ts First of Submarines Com
pleted Under Reorganiza-

tion of .Lake Plant.
Miss Rosalind Robinson,

daughter . of Commander
H. H. S. Robinson, naval constructor
at the Lake Torpedo Boat Co., will of
ficially 'baptize the first submarine to
be launched under her father's regimeat the local plant.The ceremonies of the launching of
the L-- 4, construction of which was
begun on May 14, 1914, will be" sim-
ple. Besides the sual naval inspect-ors, only a few invited guests and of-
ficials of the company will be present.It is expected that the submarine,
which is now almost ready to go
overboard, will slide easily, into the
high tide May 1. All Miss "Robinson
will have tp do is to stand upon- - the
specially constructed platform and as
the bow begins to slip away, break
the specially prepared bottle of cham-
pagne and say, VI christen thee L-4- .",

The L-- 4 is one of 11 of the same
class, which were authorized by Con-
gress in 1912, and contracted for dur-
ing the two subsequent years. It was
not until April 24, 1914,. that the Lake
Co.'s. contracts were finally awarded.
They are building besides the L--4 to.
this city, the L--6 and L--7. on the Pa-
cific coast. , These boats also are ex-

pected to be" launched May 1. It will
be some six months later that the" of-
ficial tests will be made for acceptance
by the government,

The Electric Boat Co., which receiv-
ed contracts for similar type boats a
year previous to the Lake Co., has al-

ready . completed several of these1
boats.' v They are about 165 ,feet in
length, displace about 580 tons, and
are capable of traveling at a rate of
14 knots on the surface and 10 when
submerged. In . addition to the tor-y-T

pedo tube armament which is said tol
have a lateral radius, disappearing
rifles are to be mounted on the super-
structure. r

They are f the heavy oil hurtling
type .for engine propulsion on the sur
face and electrically - driven when
Submerged. .. The contract price was
585,600 for" the L-4- .- Those built on
the Pacific coast were awarded at

'

$560,000. each. v

Though the Lake Co. in this city
has .been growing with rapid strides,
no submarines have been launched
here since the C-- 8 in 191 2 and as a
completely new construction manage-
ment has had charge of affairs under,
the reorganization'' of the company
much interest is ' displayed in the
showing of the L--4 and the sister ships
on the Pacific ;

At the big plant work is also pro-
gressing upon later types of undersea
boats known as the N-- l, N-- 2 and N-- 3,

which were awarded on Oct. 18, 1915.
These boats will not to be launched
for ovr a year.

HRS.-LESSER'- S

DEATH SUBJECT

OF INVESTIGATION

Coroner Phelan Will Sum:
mon Witnesses of. Auto-

mobile Accident.
Coroner J. J., Phelan will summon

witnesses to appear at 3 o'clock toi
morrow afternoon for. an inquiry in-
to the death of Mrs. Eli L. Lesser,
who was injured April 8 by an auto-
mobile.'-

Mr&. Leaser died suddenly at 10
o'clock last night. Her recovery had
been expected. She had received a
broken leg and an injury to her back
when struck by the car driven by An-
drew R. Smith, son of Dr., Edward M.
Smith of 867 'Park avenue.'

The police said no arrest would be
made until the coroner and medical
examiner had made their reports.
There is doubt as to the direct cause

'of, death.
- At the request of Coroner John J.

Phelan, Detective .James Dooley was
detailed today by , Capt. William An-
derson, acting head of the police de-

partment, to invstigate' the circum-
stances of the death of Mrs. Lesser.
His first act this afternoon was to
take a statement from Mr. - Smithy
Detective Dooley will endeavor to ob-
tain the names of other witnesses. :

Mrs. Lesser was injured on a
stormy night when she was attempt-
ing to cross Clinton avenue, at Fair-
field. The car of Mr. Smith, turn-
ing into Clinton from Fairfield "ave-
nue, struck ' Mrs. Lesser; who was
walking with an umbrella before her
face. Mrs. Lesser was taken to her
home, where she was treated , by : Dr.
Smith and Dr. GeorgeHawley. Later
Dr. C. N. Haskell was called.

Dr. Haskell, who visited Mrs. Lea-
ser shortly before she died, said he
is at a loss to account for her sud-
den death, as she apparently was
convalescing. " ' t

Sarah Lesser was 62 " years, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.' Bernard
Klein. She Was among the most
prominent of 'the German Jews in
the city v and her loss- - is felt greatly
by her hundreds of friends in Bridge-
port and other cities. She was inter-
ested in . charity and so widespread
was the good she did that many per-
sons benefitted through her all
mourning heV loss. She was a mem-
ber of the Hebrew Charitable society
and belonged to the Park Avenue
Temple congregation.

ommendations to the hoard of .alder-
men, as to what is needed to Bridge-
port's growth and development."

Tonight the mayor's message to the
common council will contain a sugges
tiom that none of the $2,275,000 issue
will be expended without the approval
of the advisory board. This will be
adopted and it means that all con-
tracts can only be let after the board
has passed on the matter. The board
of contract and supply will be asked
to advertise for bids as usual, but
Mayor Wilson will use his preroga-
tive to let any contract without com-- ,
petition if he so. desires, as was done
when the big Warrenite contracts were
let. -

- The bond measures adopted Satur-
day were: $500,000 for pavements
other than water hound macadam;
$300,000 fo.r new schools? $500,000 for
sewer bonds; ' $220,000 for the Grand
street bridge and $130,000 for the East
Washington avenue bridge; $175,000
for' police and fire departments; $75,-00- 0

for' public clinics; f $275,000 for
park bands and $2.50,000 for street
extensions. ' i

'"

The advisory committee consists of
John T. King, chairman; Charles G.
Sanford, DeVer H. Warner, Hamilton
S. Shelton, George M. Eames, Charles
S Canfield, Clinton B; Seeley. Frank
Miller, Malcolm MacFayden and Rob-
ert NC Blakeslee; v

TOEE CITY
TO INDUSTRY

r-- ,

out the .park line there. xi " N

x
"The' Lake Co. offers to open Eaglestreet to Johnson's Creek and maintaina bulkhead dock there tor the use

of boatmen and the public
' The propositions of both companieshave been opposed not only by the
property owners in the vicinity, but
business men ,whd live in other partsof the city. Nevertheless the word has
been passed to the henchmen of the
administration, to, report favorably.An effort wfll be made to slip in the
report quietly at the 'adjourned tneet-in- g

of the common council two weeks
from tonight. ; Alderman Malcolm
MacFayden, who is known to favor
both propositions and1 at whose in-
stance the public hearings . have been
prolonged and ''continued from time to
time, has been out - of - the city for
several days.' He returned yesterday"but the streets and sidewalks commit
tee, of 'Which he is chairman, has not
had iiile,to have a meeting and will
not have ; one until sometime duringthe week! :.

FRENCH AERO

FLEETS MAKE

DARINGBaIDS
Paris, April. J 7 Raids by tWp

French aerial squadrons stationed oh
the Salonikl front are reported in a
Havas despatch from Athens. One
eqadron , dropped bombs yesterday
morning on Bulgarian forces assem
bled at Strumitza station. The other
attack was made on German position
at rBogdantze. Both squadrons re--
turned undamaged.

H. A. Wheeler, Well
KnoTvn Merchant, Is

'' Dead at 42 Years
Harry A.-- Wheeler, president of the

Wheeler & Howes Co. and one , of the
most prominent young business men
of the city, died thin looming at the
home of. his father, John F. Wheeler
927 State street. . Mr. Wheeler had
been ill for some ' months. He was
born in Bridgeport 42 years ago, the
sen of John F. and the "late, Mary Isa-
bell Bartram Wheeler, and had lived
his entire life in this city. ' He attend'
ed the public schools here and about
23 years ago entered the Wheeler &
Howes Co.; of which his father was
then president. He worked his way
through various offices until about two
years ago at- - a readjustment of the
company after the retirement of "Mr.
Wheeler, Sr., he was made its. presi-
dent.

Mr. Wheeler never married. He
was prominently known both in bus-
iness and club circles throughout the
city, where the news of his-deat- teday
cast a shadow of grief. -

. Mr.. Wheeler was a member of the
Seaside Outing club, the Seaside club
and the Brooklawn ciud.

, He is survived by his father, with
whom he lived; a brother, John W.

--Wheeleri and three sisters, Mrs. Harry
A. Kimber of New Rochellle, N. Y.,
Mrs. Horace Peck and Misss Annie R
Wheeler of this, cityx".

Captain G. H. Arnold
Progressing Favorably

Reports from the bedside of Capt.
George II. Arnold today indicate that
he is progressing favorably.

Relatives expect him to recover.
There is little likelihood, itxwas said
today, that he would soon- - resume ac-
tive work as hr-s- d of the detective
bureau in the police department

Sixty Thousand Dollar Busi
ness Sold For Song, Is

New Disclosure.
Failure of Hervie Burr, d'f the firm

of Burr & Knapp to recall many things
intimately connected with the defunct
banking concern's business featured
the inquiry, which began today.

interesting things were uruugui uuu
it was intimated that a $60,0.00 busi-
ness had been sold for a mere song.
Expenses had been listed as assets,
was one assertion. A letter book, con-

taining correspondence for the days
before' the bankruptcy is missing, it
was testified. ' t

The hearing Was begun before
John W.. Banks, referee in K bank-
ruptcy, today. -

Hervie E. Burr, former member of
the bankrupt firm of Burr Knapp
was summoned before the United
States District court to be ' examined
by Spottswood D. Bowers, special
prosecutor for the state. He was a
most reluctant witness, memory having
failed him on material points
which he is supposed to have acted
in a fiduciary capacity for Miss Anna
P. Penfield, the Georgia Loan & Trust
Co. aid others financially interested
in the concern. - .7 '.- -

So poor was the memory of this
young banker about ' transactions in
which he is known to have taken part
that John C. Chamberlain, trustee,
was compelled to" comment to the ef-
fect that it was surprising an officer
of a. banking firm should be found
to know so little of wh"p.t actually
happened within such a short space
of time after the events. -

It was disclosed 'from the proceed-
ings today that ' the Title Guarantee
& Trust Co. is practically the same
concern as the defunct firm of Burr
& Knapp, . haying the same business.
books, etc., as did Burr & Knapp
without the banking business and one
clerk, that was formerly employed byBurr & Knapp.

An attempt made by Attorney ,Bow-e- rs

to ascertain what became of thet
stock of the old City" Guarantee &
Safe Deposit Co. .disclosed that' 1,006
shares of this concern were sold by
the receiver for $300. .. The witness
under examination .today swore that
this business was 'worth between $60,-00- 0

and $70,000. , , . --v

Another feature that was broughtout in the inquiry divulged that the
Burr & Knapp books disclose that
aiy automobile account was carried
on the books as assets tto the amount
of $12,000. Testimony of Hervie Bun-wa- s

to the effect that these assets
were in reaUty liabilities.

Attorney- - John C. Chamberlain,
who Interposed remarks throughoutdecelared that a close examination of
the books probably would show that
the autaomobiles eventually would be
found not charged as disclosed ; by
the investigator, and that the last- - was
sold for $350 having cost, when new,
$1,200.

It was also disclosed that Hervie
Burr who apparently had much to
do ; in the Burr & Knapp's business
conduct, but could remember little
until telegrams and documents were
shown 'him . to refresh his memory,
was left to closet the doors when the
failure : occurred, Herbert M. Knapp
having left the city earlier in the
morning after he had ordered the re
ceivership.

In explanation of the sale of City
Guarantee and Safe Deposit stock for
a' paltry sum, Trustee John C. Cham-
berlain later said that this stock rep-
resented the entire patrimony of
Charles Knapp, who had spent nearly
$40,000 in getting the records and
$10,000 for the use of J. P. Morgan's
system of bookkeeping. He said that
this stock had greatly depreciated un
til it was finally sold, toy the Bullards
to. him for $2,500. .An equal equity
in the business had previously been
bought by1 Herbert M. Knapp. Charles
Knapp he said, is working for $12 per
wee today. i '

The only statement that Attorney
Bowers would make today regarding
the proceedings before Referee Banks
was:

"I ami here to "finfl out if funds have
gone Into other hands through, prefer
ence or otherwise, which should not
be in possession of theereditors. And
I am going to find out. ' r

That there has 'been considerable
friction, regarding the procuring 4 of
necessary infprmation regarding the
various deals that resulted in tne 'li-
tis Guarantee & Trust Co. getting the
stock and - business of the Burr
Knapp- - and some of its ed

companies, was evident from the tes
timony today. . (

A letter book ' of the Burr & Knapp
firm havinsr the v correspondence of
the company just prior to its failure,
Is missing. Certain other checks and
telegrams are said not to toe found
and it was primarily to. ascertain what

Nl became of these documents that Her
vie Burr was placed on the witness
stand. He declared that he was
neither secretary of. the Burr & Knapp
firm, or the Title Guarantee "trust
Co., as had 'been supposed. -

Failure of young Knapp to recall
whether he had been given money to
purchase 'the stock of the City Guar-
antee & Safe Deposit Co.. by Miss
Anna Penfield or whether he pur-
chased the stock .directly for the TiUle
Guarantee , & Trust Co. caused Attor-
ney Bowers to ask that he be com-

pelled by the court to produce the
books of the latter company to show
Just what the transaction involved.

At this Juncture John C. Charaber-ali- n,

as an officer to that company d

that the books would be placed
at Mr. Bowers' disposal in their of-
fice.

"All right," replied Mr. Bowers, "I
(Continued on Page 2.)

Says Bandit Leader Was

but American Consul Letcher has

shing and while it relieves fears' that
the American cavalry force had been
mriped out, it Indicated that the inci
dent was far more serious than was at
first supposed. The report said that
300k Carranza soldiers joined civilians
in" the attack. The casualties were
two Americans killed and six wounded.
Including . Major Frank Tompkins
slightly wounded;, 40 Mexican soldiers
killed, .one civilian wounded.

Latest developments in the situation
were' read with keen Interest by Con-
gressmen who realize that the death
of Villa would embody further diplo-
matic relations over Carranza's prl-- .
posal for a withdrawal of the Amer
lean forces in Mexico '

Fnnston Lacks News.
' San AntqnioV April 17 Unless th&

body reported to be that of Francisco
Villa is brought A.o El Paso, the ques-
tion of identification probably will not
come to the attention of the military
officials, it was announced at Major-Gener- al

Fuhston's headquarters today.
General Funston is without official
knowledge of Villa's death.

, It must be established beyond any
doubt that tce 'bandit leader is dead
before military authorities will relas
the campaign, s announced.

Headquarters is awaiting news from
Col. W. C. Brown, of the Tenth cav-

alry, i It - is believed that Colonel
Brown may have a report on a.second jengagement in the vicinity of 'Parral

GRAPHOPISOHE GO.

STRIKERS STAf.'D

PAT ON ATTITUDE

Refuse to Make Overtures
and: Insist on Recognition

of Committee.
No overtures will . be made the

American Graphophone Co. by the
strikers who, quit their jobs last week-Accordi-

ng

to an announcement follow-
ing the meeting, today, the men will
wait until the officials are willing to.
meet a committee representing the
men's organization. , v -

A communication was received at
the gathering this morning m Rakocsy
hall, from Assistant Manager Steven-
son of the plant, in which he said the
company is willing to take back all
the men except two who were dis-
charged. -

Conferences have been held by the
men representing the strikers' organi-
zation, with heads of other unions that
have workers in the Graphophone Co.
shop, and It was learned that there is
dissatisfaction in other departments. A
general mass meeting will be called
soon. ;

Half a doaen Inspectors Joined the
strikers this morning. They had re-
fused to teach some strike breakers-wh-

were employed. ...

SPEIZKB. TO TABLE STAWT
Nathan Spelzel, the Bethel hatteiy

who claims his expulsion from th
union" prevented him from making a
living, will take the stand In the su-

perior court tomorrow morning to re-
sume his testimony in the $8,000 suit
he brought against Local No. 1,
United Hatters of North America.

GIVE Al'JAY
"JAYS

?o report of the streets abd side
walks committee of th common coun--
cil will b made tonight 'On the ques
tion or closing toutn avenue as ae-sir-ed

toy the Crane Co. or parts of Jef-
ferson and Adams streets as desired
by the ' Lake Submarine Torpedo Boat
Oo. vwhen the council is called to-

gether It will be for an adjourned
meeting on. the evening of Monday,
April 33, when a favorable report will
be submitted: by the- - committee. .

The ooHnitter has not met since
April 3, when continued -- public hear
ings on both nropoaitionv-wer- e held.
Moat of those who appeared, at these
heartags were In opposition - to the
closing of the etreets. The Crane Co.
desires to close South a.venuo from
Zranistan avenue to the Barman dyke.It also desires to close a. part of Bar- -
hum dyke. In addition, it; has offered
to open Atlantic street to the"dyke and
maintain and keep' open, part, of that
street. It has offered to exchange some
land on the mud fiats for. part- - of the
Seaside park . property to straighten

nRTARFMARIAr,

SLASHES THROAT

WITtif OLD KNIFE

Easton Resident 'v Pound in
" Barn, is Rushed to Bridge- -'

; ' -- port Hospital.
Wilson XW. Ferris, ae-e- 84. was'

found unconscious yesterday morning,
lying on the noor of his barn In Eas-
ton. ' His throat had been slashed to
ribbons with a Jack knife thai lay at
his side. ' v ,"''

' rh Ernest H. Smith"of Redding, who
was caled to attend him. declared Mr-Ferri- s

had attempted suicide. He is in
the Bridgeport hospital, with little
chance to live, ;. i .

According Dr.' Smith, Mr. Ferris
had been melancholy for many "months
and was afflicted with sleeplessness. A
few months ago his ' wife died. Hev

had been living in his home near Rock
House Corners, near the Redding line,
with a caretaker. v v

He ' ate his breakfast yesterday
morning, acting moodily. Soon after
8 o'cloek t he went to the barn and
when he didn't return an investiga-
tion was made. He was found nncua-sciou- s,

losing much blood from gashesin his neck, '
" lr. Smith waseallea and he learned
that while the heck yiad been cuti-mo-st

to ribbons, no artery or import-
ant vein was severed. ' He sewed the
cuts and Mr. Ferris was removee. to
the Bridgeport hospital in the auto-
mobile of Randolph Bradley, . He re-
covered consciousness on his way to
the hospital and in response to an in-
quiry asserted : :"I can't sleep'At the hospital It was said today
that his condition is very eritical. In
the opinion ef Dr. Smith he can't live
because of the great loss of blood, his
age and the likelihood of infection.

The dullness of the knife or the
feebleness ef Mr. Ferris prevented the
slashes from doing immediately fatal
damage.
MEN WHO STABBED

THOMPSON MISSING

The police have been unable to lo-
cate the two strange men who stabbed
William Thompson of 268 State street
at Clarence and Kossuth streets at
8:80 last night. Thompson with his
wife and some friends were passing
the intersection of streets when ne of
the strangers grabbed Mrs. Thompson
by the arm. Her husband interfered
and he was stabbed in the back and
left shoulder. men fled. The
notice have a description' of both men.
The wounds ,ini
are act serious.

JTJAEEZ AWAITS CONFIRMATION".
El Paso, April 1 7 Corff irmation of

Mexican reports that Francisco Villa's
body had been exhumed at San Fran-
cisco Borja and" was being brought to
Chihuahua .City was still lacking at
the headquarters of the de facto gov-
ernment at Juarez today.

Gabriel Garza, commander of the
Juarez garrison, awaited information
from, official sources that would dispel
doubt over the reported finding of the
bandit's bodybut .the telegraph lines
were silent on the subject. ' '

"I still feel reasonably certain that
the messages ; received Sunday ' that
'Villa's body had been found is cor-
rect,", said Andres Garcia, "Mexican
consul here,, today. "I " shall v make
every effort to have, the body broughtto Juarez, where Americans who know
him may make identification that wiU
be satisfactory to the people"" .

- The de facto government officials
were not able to give any information
regarding the unofficial despatch' from
Mexico City stating that Minister of
War Obregon had - announced that
Villa's body was buried at San Fran-
cisco Borja and was not enroute to
Chihuahua City. '. It was believed here
that there was some difficulty in the
telegraphic and cable transmission of
the despatches. Consul Garcia's in-
formation was that the body of Villa
had ; been exhumed'"at San Francisco
Borja and was being .brought into
Cusihuriachic, whence it 'was. to be
sent on a special train to Chihuahua
City. v

' J
'

Official word from Washington that
the United States troops would be im-
mediately withdrawn from Mexico if
Villa ' was ' dead undoubtedly, will re-- s

suit in expediting ,the efforts of thex
de facto government to ascertain the
truth of the reports of the locating of
Villa's body. If the supposed body
of the bandit is still interred at San,
Francisco Borja, as stated", in latest
Mexico City advices. it wlil likely be
many days, before an identification
can be made unless the "Mexican gov-
ernment accepts yas final the identifi-
cation made by Carranza officers now
in the vicinity of San Francisco Borja,
which is 30 miles by trail south of
Cusihuirischic.

Identification of the body at' this
time may prove baffling. According
to the reports from Mexico City, Villa
has been dead over two weeks and
physical changes may be such as to
preclude any positive proof hat the
dead man was Villa. Mexican officials
here said that the United States gov-
ernment undoubtedly would accept
the identification If made by responsi-
ble Mexicans who know Villa and by
Mexican officials. ' -

'

Capital Without Detail s

Washington, April 17. The unof-
ficial reports that the body of Fran-
cisco Villa had been dug up from a.

two weeks' old grave of
General. Carranza and was being taken
to Chihuahua City, focused attention
on American Consul Letcher .at that
place. Officials looked to him to throw
light on the authenticity of the many
reports regarding Villa's death and also
to promptly, identify the body, if pos-
sible.

If the bandit .chief Is dead, the
American troops will be recalled from
Mexico, according to official announce-
ment. '

President Wilson and Secretary Ba-
ker had before them today the first di-

rect official information of the attack
on American soldiers--at ParraV I
was a report from Brig. General Per- -

ponthweis wind.


